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ARTHUR: They don*t always understand local conditions in
England. Osman is a Moslem of the old school. He has
a bitter hatred of the English. In course of years he has
come to accept the inevitable, but he's not resigned to it.
He never loses sight of his aim.

APPLEBY: And that is?

ARTHUR: Why, bless you, to drive the English Into the sea.
But he's a clever old rascal., and he sees that one of the
first things that must be done is to educate the Egyptians.
Well, we want to educate them too, I had all sorts of
reforms in mind which I would never have got the
strict Mohammedans to accept if they hadn't been
brought forward by a man whose patriotism they
believe in and whose orthodoxy is beyond suspicion.

ANNE: Don't you find it embarrassing to work with a man
you distrust?

ARTHUR: I don't distrust him. I have a certain admiration
for him, and I bear him no grudge at all because at the
bottom of his heart he simply loathes me.

APPLEBY: I don't see why he should do that.

ARTHUR: I was in Egypt for three years when I was quite a
young man. I was very small fry then, but I came into
collision with Osman and he tried to poison me, I was
very ill for two months, and he's never forgiven me
because I recovered.

APPLEBY: What a scoundrel!

ARTHUR: He would be a little out of place in a Non-
conformist community. In the good old days of Ismaei
he had one of his wives beaten to death and thrown into
the Nile.

APPLEBY: But is it right to give high office to a man of that
character?

ARTHUR: They were the manners and customs of the times*

MRS. APPLEBY: But he tried to kill you. Don't you bear Mm
any ill wilP